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Introduction
	Educational inequality is an important social problem to study; this is because it has far-reaching consequences. These are consequences that will not only affect the individual but society as a whole. Educational inequality may occur in different dimensions, which include; race/ethnicity, gender, class, LGBT status, and place. Once these inequalities arise, they may contribute to hindering education from achieving its functions towards the individual which include; developing personality, preparing the student for the future, helping the student in all-round development, modifying his/her behavior, developing his inborn potentials and helping adjust in his environment. At the end of the day, it may end up messing the whole society and the nation at large. According to the dictionary, the definition of sociology is a systematic study of society and social interaction (…). While according to (Smith 1999) sociology is the “ongoing concerting and coordinating of individuals’ activities.” In this paper, I will use sociological imagination to connect my educational experiences to sociological theories, concepts, and readings from class. 
	In this paper, I will mainly discuss two dimensions of inequality that I have always experienced in my educational life, that is; race/ethnicity and class. Coming from a low-income family back in China and miraculously making it to the US; a free country, superpower and admired all over the world. This makes me the best person to discuss these two dimensions through sociological lenses. A simple definition of race is the grouping of people according to their physical or social characteristics, while class is a system of dividing and classifying people according to their economic or social status.
Connection Between Race and Teacher's Perception of Academic Performance 
Joining high school here in the United States was quite amazing. I was entirely innocent and did not know much about what was happening, according to me, everybody was equal until I noticed something weird, and that looked odd to me. I joined a public school that had all kind of kids, from all races and I bet from all classes. Antony was one of my first friends that I made in school; he was an African American. During the midterm exams, I honestly had not prepared well; hence, I sat next to Antony so that I would cheat or rather he could show me. In the process of doing so, we were caught. I was given the last warning, and Antony to my surprise was suspended. 
	This opened my eyes to how students are academically rated according to their race if the result slip is not at sight (Downey, 2016). What led them to believe that Antony was the one cheating? And not me. These led to my realization that generally, the teachers, and especially the white teachers consider white and Asian students brighter than the African American. Another incident that usually occurred severally before I noticed was that; during an assessment, of the quality of education offered, by a government official who would seat at the back of the class. There usually could be no chance given to an African American student to answer a question. Showing that the teachers were highly embarrassed by what the student might say, or how he/she might be dressed. Severally the African American girls were ordered to behave like ladies. During my entire stay in high school, I never had a white or an Asian girl being told to do the same.  
	These are proved by (Irizarry, 2015) where the research found out that there was a significant difference in the perception of the teachers’ performance on all the racial groups. Where the White, White Latino and the Asian students always received above average ratings as compared to the non- White Latino and Black students
Connection Between Class and Access to Higher/Better Education
 In the United States, for a student to access better education or higher education, money is a necessary resource. A resource that is very scarce that it has the power to divide society into classes. The lower, middle, and upper class. The middle and high classes do not have much problem to access these opportunities, just that the middle-class struggles. A situation that is present not only in the US but in the world.  
	Never in my life had I dreamt that I would come for my studies here in the US, the reason being that I was not from a well-off family. Getting the Visa was also hectic with all the bureaucratic procedures. Luckily China's government came in and helped where necessary. I was just one of the lucky ones among the many students who had applied, and who could not afford only hoping that the government would come to their rescue. This is a clear indication that class can either limit or help one access an opportunity that the low class cannot afford. Similarly, here in the US, schools that offer good and quality education are quite expensive, making it hard for people with low standards of living to afford them. 
	In social classes (Lareau, 2002) goes further to explain that family life has essential impacts on children's life. From the research, it was clear that middle-class parents always tried to nature their children's talents through leisure activities while the poor and the working class just worked hard to ensure that their kids attain the natural growth and leaving the leisure activities to the kids themselves. In this case, the poor parents are more of directives than reasoning. This leads to the children of the middle class to gain an emerging sense of entitlement from their family life. 
Connection Between Race and The Lecture's Perception of The Level of Aggression and Forcefulness
 We are of different races in my class, and once in a while, some students run late. Many of the times the lecturers are not concerned, but some are. There is a particular lecturer who gets so offended if the latecomer is either Latino or African American. In most cases, he gets angry and tells them to go back where they have come from. But if the latecomers are Whites or Asians, he never gets offended; actually, he lets them in. Meaning he either sees them as rude or they got late intentionally, but the question is why is he so tough on them, unlike the White and Asian students. 
 After my research and reading a few articles, I realized that people and especially the whites see the African Americans and Latinos as aggressive and forceful and especially when it comes to men. This is the reason why the lecture was always shouting at them before they think about taking any action against him. A trick used when playing mind games, psychological warfare by attacking you fast makes you stand as the winner despite being the weaker party. This kind of judgment leads to an inequality in education as those particular students end up missing classes while their counterparts are allowed on the same basis. 
The connection between A Female and Male African American
	Every year since I was in high school, some activist or ambassadors of the girl child foundation must come to school. When they came, they call all the girls in the conference hall and train them on different topics on how to live a safe life. After which they are given free sanitary towels and booklets on healthy living. When they do these, they do in the name of saving the girl child. Assuming that the boy child does not need help and counseling, not forgetting that in the society we live today, the boy child is more affected. Most African American males get involved in drugs for other reasons other than just 'fun.' Some get involved so that they can feed their families. While others get into gangs to protect their siblings from being hurt by the gangs. 
	Such gender inequality, especially in schools, leads to poor performance by the African American males, who end up being expelled most of the time and also leads to confirmation of certain stereotypes by society. These have been quite evident from the academic performance record of the nation, where girls are doing better than the boys. 
Recommendations 
 Educational inequality is an important social problem to study; this is because it has far-reaching consequences. These are consequences that will not only affect the individual but society as a whole. Educational inequality may occur in different dimensions, which include; race/ethnicity, gender, class, LGBT status, and place. To avoid the consequences, then there must be specific measures that should be taken to prevent educational inequalities. 
	Some of the recommendations include policies, which should be stipulated and would protect anyone from the above dimensions of educational inequality. The other solution that would help is creating awareness to both the students and the teachers. In this case, the students should know their rights as the teachers learn how to change their mentality on the different stereotypes. 
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